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TO TTTF CLAIMS: 

Claims 43 and 51 are amended herein. Claims 59-72 are cancelled. All pending 
claims and their present status are produced below. 
1-42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Cunently Amended) A system for carrying out an on-line group-buying sale 
of an item, the system comprising: 

an e-commerce data processing system configured to provide the on-line group- 
buying sale of an item, the sale of the item associated with a price curve 
defined by prices of the item with respect to quantities of the item and a 
value curve defined by values of a non-price attribute of the item and 
quantities of the item, wherein the value of the non-price attribute of the 
item increases as more buyers make offers in the on-line group-buying 
sale and wherein the price of the item does not change in response to an 
increase in the quantity of buver offers; 
a buyer data processing system coupled to the e-commerce data processing 
system configured to receive buyer offers in the on-line group-buying sale 
of the item and to transmit the buyer offers to the e-commerce data 
processing system; and 
a module configured to determine the price of the item in the on-line group 
buying sale responsive to buyer offers and the price curve. 

44. (Cancelled) The system of claim 43 wherein the price of the item stays 
constant as the quantity of buyer offers increases. 
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45. (Previously Added) The system of claim 43 wherein the non-price attribute of 
the item comprises an interest rate. 

46. (Previously Added) The system of claim 43 wherein the item comprises a 
security interest. 

47. (Previously Added) The system of claim 43 wherein the non-price attribute of 
the item comprises benefits associated with the item. 

48. (Previously Added) The system of claim 43 wherein the sale of the item is 
further associated with an ignore curve defined by prices of the item with respect to 
quantities of the item; and wherein the buyer data processing system is further configured to 
exclude a buyer offer from the on-line group buying sale responsive to the ignore curve. 

49. (Previously Added) The system of claim 43 wherein the buyer offer comprises 
an offer to purchase the item at a specific price and a specific value of the non-price attribute 
of the item. 

50. (Previously Added) The system of claim 49 wherein the sale of the item is 
further associated with an ignore curve defined by values of the non-price attribute of the 
item and quantities of the items; and wherein the buyer data processing system is further 
configured to exclude a buyer offer from the on-line group buying sale responsive to the 
ignore curve. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented process for carrying out an 
un-line group-buying sale of an item, the process comprising the steps of: 

providing the on-line group-buying sale of an item> the sale of the item associated 
with a price curve defined by prices of the item with respect to quantities 
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of the item aad a value curve defined by values of a non-price attribute of 
the item with respect to quantities of the item, wherein the value of the 
non-price attribute of the item increases as more buyers make offers in the 
on-line group-buying sale and wherein the price of the item does not 
change in response to an increase in the quantity of buyer offers: 
receiving buyer offers in the on-line group-buying sale of the item; 
transmitting the buyer offers to an e-commerce data processing system; and 
determining the value of the non-price attribute of the item in response to buyer 
offers and the value curve. 

52. (Previously Added) The method of claim 51 wherein the price of the item 
stays constant as the quantity of buyer offers increases. 

53. (Previously Added) The method of claim 51 wherein the non-price attribute of 
the hem comprises an interest rate. 

54. (Previously Added) The method of claim 5 1 wherein the item comprises a 
security interest. 

55. (Previously Added) The method of claim 51 wherein the non-price attribute of 
1 he item comprises benefits associated with the item. 

56. (Previously Added) The method of claim 51 further comprising: 
providing the on-line group buying sale of an item, the sale of the item associated 

with an ignore curve defined by prices of the item with respect to quantities of the item; and 
excluding a buyer offer from the on-line group buying sale responsive to the 
ignore curve. 

( :&sc 21530-06083 (Amendment B) 

U.S. Serial No. 09/684,403 4 

22950/06083/SF/5121059.1 

PAGE 11/16 * RCVD AT 8/18/20O5 8:05:56 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] R SVR:USPTO^FXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2736763 * CSID:4152811350 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-58 



AUG-18-05 04:59PM FROM-Fenwick 4 West CTRB59 415 281 1350 T-021 P. 012/016 F-776 

57. (Previously Added) The method of claim 51 wherein the buyer offer 
comprises an offer to purchase the item at a specific price and a specific value of the non- 
price attribute of the item. 

58. (Previously Added) The method of claim 57 further comprising: 
providing the on-line group buying sale of an item, the sale of the item associated 

with an ignore curve defined by values of the non-price attribute of the item with respect to 
q uantities of the item; and 

excluding a buyer offer from the on-line group buying sale responsive to the 
ignore curve, 

59-72. (Cancelled) 

73. (Previously Added) A computer-implemented process for carrying out an on- 
line group-buying sale of an item, the process comprising the steps of: 

providing the on-line group-buying sale of an item, the item including a price and 
a non-price attribute, wherein the price of the item changes as more buyers 
make offers in the on-line group buying sale and wherein the value of the 
non-price attribute increases as more buyers make offers in the on-line 
group-buying sale; 
receiving buyer offers in the on-line group-buying sale of the item; 
' transmitting the buyer offers to an e-commerce data processing system; 

determining the value of the non-price attribute of the item responsive to buyer 
offers; and 

determining the price of the item responsive to buyer offers. 
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74. (Previously Added) The method of claim 73 further comprising 
specifying a value curve defined by value of the non-price attribute of the item 

and quantities of the items; and 
determining the value of the non-price attribute responsive to the value curve and 
buyer offers. 

75. (Previously Added) The method of claim 72 wherein the price of the item 
decreases and the value of the incentive item increases as the quantity of buyer offers 
increases. 

76. (Previously Added) The method of claim 72 wherein the price of the item 
stays constant as the quantity of buyer offers increases. 

77. (Previously Added) The method of claim 72 wherein the value of the 
incentive item increases as the quantity of buyer offers increases. 
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